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Historical Society Honoring Days of Old 

First Nations people 
The Time Line of Events (https://wndhs.org.au/repository/timeline.html), prepared by the Walpole 
Nornalup and District Historical Society Inc (WNDHS) Life Member Lee Hunter (R.I.P.), tells of some 
long ago indigenous activity around Walpole: the remains of fish and lizard traps, Gnamma holes in rocks 
and other artefacts.  Nyoongar people were active along the south coast for at least the last 6,000 years, 
probably a lot longer. 

The Deep River of the Sealers 
Sealers were in the Walpole area in the early 1800’s shortly after the First Fleet sailed south of Pt 
D’entrecasteaux on its way to Botany Bay!  Past historical society members Lee and Geoff Fernie (R.I.P.) 
in their book “In Praise of a National Park” tells of sealers operating out of Albany returning with stories of 
the coast out west and the inlets and rivers which together were referred to as ‘The Deep River of the 
Sealers’.  Lee Hunter’s Time Line records an event in April 1831: “Lieutenant Preston … found a sealer 
named Isaac living on Saddle Island with an Aboriginal woman”. 

Rogue Waves 
The south coast, including the area around the inlet and Saddle Island, has become renowned for its rogue 
waves and fisher people being washed off rocks.  The Historical Society records two tragic unexpected 
wave boating accidents close by. 
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Temperatures and rainfall recorded in North Walpole  
Sunday 23rd to Saturday 29th May 2021 

 Temperatures Rainfall  

 Min Max mm 

Sunday 9.6 13.3 5.2 

Monday 7.8 13.0 29.8 

Tuesday 9.1 17.3 3.0 

Wednesday 9.8 17.4 0 

Thursday 8.8 17.4 0 

Friday 13.7 24.1 0 

Saturday 15.2 20.9 0 

38.0 

Walpole forecast for the next five days: 

Total rainfall for the week  

Sources: www.bom.gov.au; www.willyweather.com.au  

Walpole Weather 

9 October 1944 
Four Tinglewood Homestead tourists drowned in a 
boating accident at the inlet mouth.  The Historical 
Society website has a link to The West Australian 
report on the inquest into the accidental drowning: 
wndhs.org.au. Many locals are commended for their 
response to the tragedy. Walpole has a history of 
looking after each other! 

17 June 1998 
Ed Brams and his Nornalup neighbour Mark 

Channer went on a fishing expedition off Saddle 
Island when, at about 2:00 pm, a freak wave that had 
“risen out of nothing”, overturned their boat. Ed was 
drowned, but Mark survived after a gruelling 
footslog (with makeshift shoes) in the dark from 
Shelly Beach, across the inlet opening and along 
Bellanger Beach to Blue Holes. Then along the track 
where he was found by searchers at 9:35 pm. The 
story is told in a small book “Tracks in the Sand” 
written by Mark Channer and produced by the 
Society by effort of members Philip Powell and 
Jenny Willcox.   

Special Meeting 19 June 2021 
11:00 am 
This booklet “Tracks in the Sand” is to be launched 
and available for order (some copies may be 
available for purchase) at a special society meeting 
in the Community Hall on Saturday 19 June 2021 
commencing at 11:00 am. There will be other 
revelations honouring days of old as well as 
recognition of some members. Please consider 
attending this telling event and stay for lunch 
provided!  Please let the Society know for catering: 
historicalsociety@walpole.org.au or phone Elizabeth 
Shaw (President)  9840 1773.  


